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and innovations ; that if they were ever forced upon
her attention an immense Disapproval would be the
expression which would settle on her features. One felt
with her that one was in the presence of another and now
vanished generation, with standards of its own, dis-
criminations, exclusions, niceties of speech and behaviour,
which would be almost incomprehensible to young
people now. I know little of the records and traditions
of the Jekyll family, nor did Miss Jekyll or her brother,
Sir Herbert, ever mention them to me. A fine old succes-
sion of county people, ' quality-folk' as they are called
in rustic speech, living with a solid pride of their own in
their old parks and houses, I imagined them. From the
biographies of local Worthies, from family portraits and,
above all, from all the old-fashioned novels of English
country life, of which I had read so many, I pictured
for myself a background of this kind for my old friend's
portrait. And yet this background, as I see the portrait
now, is a mere dim perspective in the full effect which her
figure produces upon me. The background may have
been there ; I feel sure that it was there, and Miss Jekyll
was, I dare say, proud of its existence. It gave a certain
distinction to her staunch old figure ; but her much more
real and rare distinction was her talent, and her long life
assiduously devoted to its cultivation. She had made
herself the mistress of a beautiful art, a beautiful humane
profession ; she had carried her craft, her ' mystery/ to a
more exquisite perfection, and had enriched in her own
way the world with a new ideal of beauty. She was an
old, erudite, accomplished and famous expert; the
world had acknowledged her pre-eminence, and applauded
her achievement. And what distinction, armorial or
other, is comparable to that ? The true background for
her almost queenly portrait (for she was really a kind of
virgin queen in her own dominion) was the landscape of
tlie gardens she had brought to perfection, with their
borders and vistas and many-coloured flowers. And was